THE RISE OF THE HOUSE OF BORGIA      7
was absent, whilst your behaviour was no different from
that which might have been looked for in any worldly
youth. Touching what happened there, modesty imposes
silence. Not only the circumstance itself, but the very
name of it is unworthy in one of your rank. The husbands,
parents, brothers, and relations of these young women were
excluded, in order that your amusements should be the
more unbridled. You with a few servants undertook to di-
rect and lead those dances. It is said that nothing is now
talked of in Siena but your frivolity. Certain it is that
here at the baths, where the concourse of ecclesiastics and
laity is great, you are the topic of the day. Our displeasure
is unutterable, since all this reflects dishonourably upon the
sacerdotal estate and office. It will be said of us that we are
enriched and promoted not to the end that we may lead
blameless lives, but that we may procure the means to in-
dulge our pleasures. Hence the contempt of us entertained
by temporal princes and powers and the daily sarcasms of
the laity. Hence also the reproof of our own mode of life*
when we attempt to reprove others. The very Vicar of
Christ is involved in this contempt, since he appears to
countenance such things. You, beloved son, have charge of
the Bishopric of Valencia, the first of Spain; you are also
Vice-Chancellor of the Church; and what renders your con-
duct still more blameworthy is that you are among the car-
dinals, with the Pope, one of the counsellors of the Holy
See. We submit it to your own judgment whether it be-
comes your dignity to court young women, to send fruit
and wine to her you love, and to have no thought for any-
thing but pleasure. We are censured on your account; the
blessed memory of your uncle Calixtus is vituperated, since
in the judgment of many he was wrong to have conferred so
many honours upon you. If you seek excuses in your youth,
you are no longer so young that you cannot understand
what duties are imposed upon you by your dignity. A car-
dinal should be irreproachable, a model of moral conduct to